The patient was a man fifty-seven years of age, admitted into the Hospital Lariboisiere under the care of M. Herard, and who presented well-marked atrophy of the muscles of the left hand ; the muscles of the fore-arm were correspondingly diminished in volume. There was weakness proportional to tha apparent diminution of the muscular element. The hand and fore-arm of the other side presented a scarcely perceptible degree of weakness, and a slight amount of atrophy. The lower limbs were unaffected. The intelligence was perfect. The patient died of an intercurrent pneumonia. On post-mortem examination, the brain was found normal. The spinal cord, on "a level with and above the brachial enlargement, presented a well-marked atrophy of the anterior roots of the nerves on the left side. These roots were of a greyish colour, and considerably diminished in volume ; their consistence was very soft, so that the slightest traction was sufficient to tear them. The anterior roots of five nerves were affected, above and below ; the nervous substance retained its normal volume and appearance. The filaments of origin of the corresponding roots of the right side presented also a certain degree of atrophy.
On a careful examination of the structure of the cord, the following peculiarities were observed :? 1st, The enormous development of the capillary system in all that portion of the grey matter which corresponded to the space where the roots of the nerves were atrophied. The vessels, in fact, were literally turgid, and were found to be crammed full of blood globules. The vascular canals coming from the periphery of the cord, and those coming from the central portion, formed a very remarkable anastomotic net-work. In some places the grey matter had com-pletely disappeared, in consequence of the dilatation of the walls of the bloodvessels. Almost 
